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MEMORANDUM FOKk: Acting Chief, Collection aad ‘racessin
Agsesament Division
SUBJECT: Long-Term Estimating
1.  Semetime ago | |and I looked over a papex dra: :.

by[ |that orovided, apparently at your request, z=n estimat: 7
the world in the mid-1930s, rnuch of it drawn from an earlier stud:
prepared by ORD. At[  |reguest, PRD (| commaetad

the paper, expressing some of our reservations about both tie est  1.1e
itself and the nature of the exercime.

2. On the asswnption that this remains a matter of inteyest -
you, I thought it might be useful to reiterate our concern and .;ffer .
suggestion or two.

-= Virtually anyone can compose a long-term estimate,
and one estimate may be sbout as good as another if it trizs.
essentially, to rzide a single track.

-= Partly for this reason, a paper looking far ahead
should act offer flat staternents concerning apecifics {e.g. .
the degree of iategration in the Eurcpean Community).
Rather, various aiternative futures should be discussed.

-=- For the purposes you seem to have ia mind, a
truly useful paper should emphaeize the task of transiatin;
these alternatives into collection guidance.

3. If you plan to pursue this matter further, let :me suggest
that others be consulted. When it seemed likely that the OCY ".oul:
want some kind of 23-year estimate for the Perspectives package,
suggestsd that | | a retired member of the Board of
National Estimates, might be interested in trying his (experieaced:
hand at this. He might not be a bad choice for your purpceses s
well, and--the last 1 heard--is available for contract work.
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4. Please let me know if may remarks are pertinent anc if
you wieh to pursue these matters further.

i1/

Z

Chief, Product Review Divigion
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